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National - o .
Weekend of f' <021 70 Almost 3 million people are open to being invited to church. That means many in
ixitation PXORNel  our communities are ready to say ‘yes' to an invitation - to church or a church

event. Others deserve to be invited even if they are not yet ready to accept.

During a Weekend of Invitation, events and appropriate services are hosted by
a church to which people can be invited to ‘be our guest’.

The suggested weekend for 2019 is Friday 21 - Sunday 23 June as this ties in with
the Archbishop’s prayer initiative Thy Kingdom Come. However, churches are
free to choose whatever dates suit them best.

Helping people invite

However, making an invitation is not always ‘easy’ because of the fear that holds
us people back. This is why a church planning to engage in a Weekend of
Invitation needs to think more Biblically about what invitation involves.

This includes -

1 Its leaders helping them to Think Differently About Invitation

1 Holding an Invitation Cross Sunday to help people prayerfully consider who
they should invite and commit them to God as an act of worship.

Planning

What kind of event?

There are many choices for your invitational event or service. It could be -

9 Big or small, for young or old, for a special group or for everyone.

9 Aregular part of your church activities, or a special one-off guest event or
guest service.

9 Just one event or many smaller ones with every section of the church doing
something on the Friday and Saturday, followed by a guest service on the
Sunday.

Covering the cost

With the invitation being to ‘be our guest’, the assumption is that the guest
doesn’t pay. So consider either the church sponsoring the cost in full, or those
doing the inviting covering the ‘ticket’ cost for themselves and their guest.


http://weekendofinvitation.com/the-opportunity/a-new-mind-set/
http://weekendofinvitation.com/getting-ready/invitation-cross-sunday/

Realistic expectations

It is important to have a realistic understanding of what ‘success’ for your guest
events might look like. Most people outside our churches have little
understanding of the Christian story.

Because of this, ‘success’ might be as simple as them leaving the event feeling
good about what happened and open to ‘something else sometime’.

Guest Events

There is an endless array of events a church could run to which invitations could
be made. Here are some suggestions and resources that may also spark ideas of
your own.

But do remember this is about more than getting people together. At the heart




